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Book Society. His object has been, not so much 
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der the information thus obtained more attractive to 
the scholar. By adding to the whole an English 
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sible for translation into the other dialects of Hin- 
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GEOGRAPHY, ASTRONOMY, &. 


PART I. 


LESSON I. 


Of the Shape and Sive of the Earth, 


Mityo-anundo, addressing Porum-anundo, inquires thus : 
© brother Porum-anundo, I have a great desire to learn 
from you some particulars respecting the earth: as far as you 
are able, therefore, he pleased to inform me. And first of 
all, I would ask, Of what shape is the earth ? 

Porum-anundo. I will tell you; the shape of the earth is 
globular, that is to say, round ; yet not exactly so, since in 
those parts which lic north and south, it is a little flat, or in- 
dented. We may compare it to an orange. An orange, you 
know, at both ends is a little flat; so is the shape of the earth. 

Nityo-anundo, Well, you say the earth is round, what is 
the proof of this? 

Porum-anundo. 1 will tell you. Three hundred years ago, 
ayesscl, under the command of a person named Magellan, 
setting sail from Spain, continued to proceed directly east- 
ward ; and in this mamer, at the end of one thousand one 
hundred and twenty-four days, having made the circuit of 
the globe, arrived at the place from whence it set out, Af- 
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‘terward, several navigators from England, and from other. 


countries in Europe, some all-along steering east, some west, 


in like manner compassed the globe. Amongst these, about 


fifty years ago, the much celebrated Captain Cooke made two | 

or three voyages round the world, The practice has now | 

become so easy, that merchantmen make the voyage in the | 
=—— space of nine months, Now observe, if the earth were not 

round, it would be impossible for a vessel steering constantly 

in the same direction, to return to the port from whence it 


set out, 


‘A second proof is this: when a vessel at sea is seen to ap- 
proach from a vreat distanee, instead of seeing at once the 
whole vessel, at first we see only the mast-head; afterward, as 
it advances nearer and neurer, by degrees the lower rigging fi 
and hull become visible. In Jike manner, when a vessel makes i 
her approach to the shore, the persons on board at first per- | 
ceive only the highest parts of the land; afterwards, by little 
and little, are seen the lower parts, with the houses, trees, &e, ! 
If in answer to this, it should be said, Why thendoes not the | 
form of the earth appear to be round to persons on shore, 
as well as at sca? We may reply: the reason is, that on the 
land are trees, hills, &c. which obstruct the view : were these 


removed, it would easily be perceived that the earth is round. 


For instance, in Tartary is an extent of country entirely : 
plain; there, if one person observes another at a great dis- i 


tancecoming towards him, he first sees his lead, then,as they 
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approach to each other, he sees his shoulders, and at last 
his feet, Thus it appears that the earth is round. 


A third proof of the globular form of the earth is, that 
atthe time when the earth passes between the sun-and the 


moon, the shadow of the earth, which falls upon the moon, 
. and by which an eclipse is produced, is round. Now you 
— Perceive, that if the earth were not round, the shadow would 
not beso. Further, if anyone object thus: How can the earth 
be round; for in some parts are mountains, in others are val- 
leys? The answer is: as the surface of an orange is.unequal, 
and yet an orange is round; so, although the surface of the 
earth be unequal, yet is the earth round also: for observe, 
there is no mountain higher than the Himaloy. Now the 
height of this mountain at most does not exceed five kros*; 
consequently it is 1400 times less than the diameter of the 
earth, which is seyen. thousand kros. 

A fourth proof is, that the principal Hindoo books of as- 
tronomy, such as the Bromho-siddanto, Soorjyo-siddanto, and 
Siddanto-shiromoni, state, that the shape of the earth is round, 
like that of the flower Nauclea Codumba. This account 
agrees with that of European astronomers, and is evidently 
correct, in as much as calculations of eclipses, &c. which are 
taken from these writings, and inserted in the almanacs, 
are, by the event, proyedtobetrue, Onthe whole, therefore, 
it appears, without doubt, that the shape of the earth is 
round. 


ee 


Nityo-anundo. 1 perceive clearly that such is the case. 
T now beg leave to ask, Of what size is the earth? 


The kros maile-use of in this book is that described by the Shastras. 
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Porum-anundo, (will inform you. The earth, in cir- 
cumference, measures 21,875 kros, its diameter being 7000 
kros. The circumference of any round body will be found 
to be a little more than three times equal to its diameter + 
accordingly, the diameter of the globe being 7000 kros, its 
circumference has been found to be a little more than three 
times that extent, say 21,875. It was said before that the 
earth is round, yet towards the north and south poles, alit- 
tle indented; in consequence whereof, the measurement from, 
east to west is greater than that from north to south by 23 
kros, the latter being 6875 kros, the former 6898. In or- 
der to ascertain more exactly the size of the earth, several 
of the princes of Europe despatched persons into foreign 
countries, in order to compare their observations with those 
of other learned men, Together, they haye agreed on the 
measurement here given. 

Nityo-anundo. 1am much pleased with the account you 
have given me of the shape and size of the earth. I perceive 
also there is proof that what you say is true. Well, have 
you any thing more to add on this subject? 

Porum-anundo, 1 would add only one word of advice,, 1 
which is, that we hence take occasion to admire the wisdom, } 


power, and goodness of God. Consider, who except He 


could have hung the world upon nothing, or could so have 
contrived its form, that day andnight, with the different sea- 


sons, should in perfect harmony succeed each other, 


aaa wt SR eal we, aftdia (aoa rae 
Gort, @ olgia fagia seco Gaim. cata cifaleta wea 
foal Way ee, vidi fer oraz fefee afew stata 
BA ate ATTA; CHF sated Upsticas frgta aece 
Gam Scar wigia cas fasdgtes fey aie rae 
cw ofan eal Paice. et ntl Freire al aphtat 
Gita 2, fee Ber fester fee viel aire, ean 
Voatt wake wieatm aers cl Prete SaetwIT eIzie- 
siete oifeates otasg ca festa CIAO CHP Te, CL CRRS 
Bea theca feats obae cot, ag oifsea Fits Sea 
Gert. Beaeha stata Sala ofania atta hice stata 
wa firttcs aR fea clare aa efemets ofeeer- 
Om sity sistzathera, Steal Fer eRal ahiz ae 
wa faa efaricae 


Hoey. Scx GIR asicwa wisis 9 otfanicas few 
@ aan ote vin BS TVA, Mae oH Fea Feet 
ab vixis athiate, ola Fete cinta ala cata ae] 
aire fe a1? 


aaaiy. Wee Pas als ama afie ea fee 
WE, eae SE nin vei aay eriew, ca Rueaa fe gata 
PIN GARIN cm Nea whe, carat atRiee atin we 
core fal alfa con e2eare, foft ct aetata ofree 
hates sian "er. aiftaice, aan fe ag sighs 
fers Beige ez. 


Digitized by Panjab Digital Library | www.panjabdigilib.org 


SPECIMEN OF THE MODE OF EXAMINING A CLASS, AFTER THE 
LESSON HAS BEEN READ. 
Question, On what subject is the lesson which has been 


read? 


Answer. On the shape and size of the earth. 

Q. Well, of what shape is the earth ? 

A. Its shape is round, like that of a globe. 

Q. What proof is there that the earth is a globe ? 

A. One proof is, that navigators, without changing their 
course, have sailed round it, 

Q. Can you give any other proof? 

4. Another proof is, that when a ship approaches, we at 
first. see only the mast-head; by and by, as it comes nearer, 
we sec the whole vessel. 

Q. Well, what is the third proof? 

4. ‘A third proof is, that the earth’s shadow, when 
falling on the moon, appears round, 

_ Q. And what is the fourth proof? 

4. The fourth is, that calculations of eclipses, &c. 

made from‘those books of astronomy which describe the 


earth as round, are found to be correct, 
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LESSON IL, 
Of the Land and Water which compose'the Globe. 


Nifyo-anundo, 1 thank you for the improvement afforded 
by the former lesson. Now the globe, I see, is composed of 


Jand and water ; 1 should wish to hear some particulars re- 


-  Specting each of these. 

Porum-anundo, Well, attend. It has seemed good to the 
wisdom of the Creator, that the proportion of water should 
exceed that of land, That is to say, if we divide the globe 
jnto three parts, two-thirds are water and one-third land. 
The names of the different divisions of water-are as follows + 
Ocean, Sea, Channel, Bay, Lake, Strait, River, &c. 

Wityo-anundo, Pray inform me what is an ocean? 

Porum-anundo. An ocean is a large sea which surrounds 

the earth. There are three of these oceans, called, in the A 
English language, the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the Indian. 
‘The Atlantic lies to the west of Hindoostan, its extent being 
three thousand kros. The Pacific Ocean is to the east of 
Hindoostan, and is larger than the other two ; s0 large, that it 
compasses nearly one helf of the globe, The Indian Ocean 
lies to the south of India, and is less than the two former: 

Nityo-anundo, Well, be pleased now to tell me what is \ 
a sea? 

Porum-anundo, That body of water which joins with an 


ocean, and is nearly surrounded with land, is called a sea, 
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and, if very small, is denominated a channel: Also, if a lake 
be very large, it is called a’sea, In Asia are three seas of 
this kind, called the Caspian, Arul, and Baical. ‘The Cas- 
Pian lies north-west of Hindoostan, being three hundred 
kros in length, and in breadth not less than cighty, nor more 
than otie hundred and sixty. There are also many rivers 
which fall into it. A hundred kros east of the Caspian 
is the Arul, the length of which is two hundred kros 3 its 
breadth sixty kros: several rivers are joined to it, The 
Baical Sea borders on the country of Siberia: its length is 
three hundred kros ; its breadth not more than thirty-two. 

Wityo-anundo, Of what kind of water is the sea composed > 


Porum-anundo. The sea-water is salt; so very salt, 
that one seer of water, when boiled, produces two chuttacks 
of salt, 

Nityo-anundo. Well; but pray tell me are there any 
advantages in the sea-water eit of this quality? . 

Porum-anundo, Yes, many : were it not of this nature, it 
would become putrid, and send forth unwholesome vapours, 
like the water of old and neglected tanks, In consequence, 
the fishes that are in the sea would soon die. Another 
advantage is, that salt water can bear a heavy burthen; so 
that a vessel laden to the watermark: will float in the 
sea, whereas in fresh water it would immediately, sink. 
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‘The reason is, fresh water is of less substance, and therefore 
can bear less weight. You will perceive this, if you make 
the experiment: for instance, throw an egg into fresh water, 
and it will go tothe bottom; but if you mix the water with 
salt, it will swim. 

Nityo-anundo, Well, now please to explain to me the 
advantage of so great a portion of the globe being com- 
posed of water, 

Porum-anundo, One advantage is, that these waters, 
being exhaled, or drawn upwards, by the rays of the sun, 
become clouds, These clouds are driven by the wind, and 
pour their rain upon the different countries of the earth: 
again, they are impeded in their course by mountains; conse- 
quently, rain and dew descending on these mountainsin greater 
quantities, occasion the springing forth of rivulets, which, 
uniting into rivers, the whole country is benefited. Observe 
further, it is by means of the sea that we become acquainted 
with distant countries, that commerce and intercourse exist 
between different nations, and that, in various ways, man- 
kind are enabled mutually to assist each other. 

Nityo-anundo. Yam fully satisfied by what you haye 
advanced, and readily acknowledge how greatly I was mis- 
taken. I now perceive thet God is infinitely more wise 
than man. I would inquire next, what do you mean by 
@ bay? 

Porum-anindo. A bay is, as it were, a small sea, proceed- 
ing from and joined to the main sea, or ocean, and having 
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awide entrance. The principal bay in the east is the Bay 
of Bengal, which joins with the Indian Ocean ; its Iength 
north and south being one thousand kros, and its width 
from east to west in some parts twelve hundred kros. 
The ships which come to Calcutta pass through’ this bay. 
In their way out, those that are bound to China go to the 
left eastward; whilst those going to Europe passtothe right, 
and proceed westward, ‘This bay forms the boundary of 
Hindoostan on the south and west. To the north is Bengal, 
to the west Madras, and on the south-west corner is the 
Island of Ceylon. The Ganges, Brumho-pootro, Godabri, 
Krishna, with several other smaller rivers, run into this bay, 

Nityo-anundo. Well, now have the goodness to inform 
me respecting lakes. ; 

Porum-anundo. i lake is a piece of water surrounded 
by land, and consequently not connected with the sea; simi- 
lar, indeed, to a large tank, only that it is not cut by man. 
Jn North America are seyeral very large lakes, the chief of 
which is Lake Superior, A person, in going round this lake, 
must travel fourteen hundred kros. Adjoining to this, and 
nearly equal in size, are two other very considerable lakes. 
Besides these three principal lakes there are two others; the 
name of the one is Ontario, of the other Huron Lake. The 
territory to the north of these belongs to the English, that on 
the south to the Americans. Mankind derive much benefit 
from lakes. In very cold countries, the mists which arise 
from their surface tend-to warm the atmosphere ; and again, 
in hot’ climates, these. mists produce clouds, which water 
the land, and render it fruitful. 
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Nityo-anundo, 


Pray what do you mean by a strait? 
Porum-anundo. By a strait is to be understood a narrow 
part of the sea, by which two seas are joined together. The 
strait which separates Asia from America appears remark- 
able; since, towards the south, the two countries are 
seventeen thousand kros apart; in other places, the dis- 
tance between them does not execed thirty-four kros. 
The reason is, that America from the east, and Asia from 
the west, by degrees approach to each other, as they 
extend northward. This strait was first discovered by Mr, 
Behring in the year 1728; but little was known respect- 
ing it, till, fifty years ago, it was explored by Captain 
Cook, who gave to it the name of Behring’s Straits. 

Nityo-anundo, Well, now please to give me an account 
of rivers. 

Porum-anundo, By a river-is meant a stream of water, 
which, issuing from any part ofthe country, falls into alake 
‘or into the sea: smaller streams which join it in its course, 
are calledrivulets, The principal rivers of Asia are the 
following ; in China, the Kianku, and the Heanho; and in 
Tartary, the Lina, the Janesee, and the Ob, which exceed in 
size the Ganges and Brumho-pootro, In America also are 

some very considerable rivers, which have their source near- 
ly in the same spot; the smallest of them being not less 
flian elgbteen hundred krosin length. But the chief of all | 


is the river Amazon, which, after passing two thousand one 
hundred kros, falls into the sea. 
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LESSON Il. 
Of the Land. 


Nityo-anundo, Your account of the different seas, &c. 
has afforded me much satisfaction, Be pleased now to give 
me some particulars concerning the land, 

Porwm-anundo. The land consists of Continents, Islands, 
Peninsulas, &e. ’ 

Nityo-anundo, What is a continent? 

Porum-anundo. A large portion of land not divided by 
any sea, is termed a continent. On the globe are two great 
continents, one of which is denominated the Old, the other 
the New. Europe, Asia, and Africa, form the old continent; 
the new is called America. 

Nityo-anundo. Well, but why are those two continents 
called Old and New ? 

Porum-anundo. 1 will tell you. The nations which in- 
habit the first have from the beginning more or less held inter- 
course witheach other; it is therefore called theold continent, 
The reason why the latter is called new is this. In the year 
1670, a native of Genoa, named Columbus, going upon a 
voyage of discovery, first made known this continent to the 


rest of the world, who before this had not seen or heard of 


it; therefore it is called new. 
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WNityo-anundo, And what is an island ? 


Porum-anundo. Av island is a portion of land surrounded: 


by water, such as England, Ceylon, &c, Besides these larger 


islands there are a vast number of small islands, Some of « 


both of these kinds were formed at the time of the creation ; 


and ince that period, many have been produced by earth: 


quakes; but a far greater number of smallislands have been: 


formed by insects. These insects. are almost inconceivably 


small, yet how surprising is their power ! by little and little 


they raise up hills, or rather mountains in the midst of the 


sea! Arriving at the surface of the water, they beginto extend 
their work on eyery side, which to the eye of the spectator: 
has the appearance of a flower-garden, but to the touch is 
ashardas arock. These rocks are called coral, Having 
risen above the water, the birds light upon them, and depo- 
sit the seeds of various fruits, which spring up, and produce 
trees. The trees becoming large, cast their seeds, which 
again take root, till at length the island becomes covered, | 
with wood. Nearly the whole of the islands found in the: 
Pacific Ocean have their origin in this manner. 
WNityo-anundo, This is indeed remarkable, How wonder- 


ful are the works of God! That which a lac of men would 


95 
faorian. ca Wit atgice eal WzT? 


caning. afta ca gasit viet azace cats 
wie, vixig whith aut See wel Lorifir; ane 
ety! ats ca ven caiby ie ace vitite Bent wT. 
‘wiaas mace Soaels Ciel G SicheaT qs Safe; 
fee viziz tae wetincres Bk aqui wy az AAP 
aia sere Bide ae eae AT AAG of CHP 
ule aay, fee vigor “fer far als fe afaz, 
wagga sear tiferl ers Tice Male we sfal Bice 
Taye eae wa a wETE ahs “vials Bw ile ofA- 
ai coica, otzta via win wha Beta Ta Ai ile, Stag 
Brace fewites whee ates, o AP ca fa sive sini 
ston fhe can at aiftola apts caizaaeTa HIS OTtDA Ez; 
ata areas tieeat wit te ea) View dice, tigiz 
ain cite aata ata. oie fa aces acy aaa Ral Shier 
anges vite aes ftal wigta Velca xc, ee TepOTIsT 
we, AS weAT eH ala) GTM acaa ae icy, AT 
dence f Tier winifax tte aT; Pee the ay RE 
wi ataaie vitis wae Ae etfs ara aeeH aS 
ote Rai Bes, aE act ticacs - whet eifaed Ea 
Wes. APR ater MEHTA, NCAT CAR Beret OTR, GH 
wearin 2 aroee fisted efazice - 


Frontam. “ecg SIE, gh ca sat chara Bie! Si Ty 
abexs cate RRa, Rl Reaa TY fea wrestle, cat 
D 


in yain endeavour to accomplish, we behold effected by an 
insect! I would now inquire, what is meant by 4 peninsula? 

Porum-anundo. A tract of land, which, eine. not entirely 

surrounded by water, is joined to an island or continent, is 
denominated a peninsula, In India is one called Malnces) 
The principal town built upon it is also called by that 
name. 

Nityo-cnunda, Well, if there be any thing further to be 
added on this subject, please to proceed. 

Porum-anundo. There remains something more: attend, 
and I will tell you. A piece of land proceeding from a con- 
tinent or island, and which projects far into the sea, becoming 
more and more narrow, is termed a cape, such as Cape 
Comorin in the south of Hindoostan ; but the most celebrated 
cape in the world is situated in Africa, to the west of Ben- 
gal, and is called in the English language the Cape of Good 
Hope. All the European’ vessels which you see'at Caleutta 


double this cape in their way to the east, Formerly the 
Enropean merchants, not being acquainted with this track 
in trading with this country, used to pass by way of the 
Arabian’ and Persian seas. The passage by the Cape, which 
was first discoyered by the Portuguese in the year 1497, has 
now become the established course, 


27 
fefit, mar staan ca caf afaata vfs wie, woes fr 
Hebes ca aH aca, 4 fe aba aiviia! win scaaia ws 
Bl aati fascial @fa otaviet Sigice aca? 

oar. UM UATE oT aT we, few wal 
Wit fowl Weeta ay fetes wot HUE alee, olgle 
ate otaeiet. wirwarea stay corm eal ay offrwit 
aice, stgteata statai order; onticr stated atest 
Sebi opete asIT BITE - 

frog. wtr SR, rifadia alive aft cate stata 
faea dice, wea BAAR es wighs feote |feal afars 
aim =u. 

ramen. Sit eairy, afacwty, ATEN wa. TATA 
fe R8z5 aliea Toa ca Eft te aT Hifes new aA NS 
Praicy, sar wemt anetfiora <2z1 wiey, oteta Ate wa- 
at. ana Rearaiera Wises Galfer weziet, aziz aie 
anifaalte; o[fitdies we wedi oicw, oigia seo thet 
ala thor Mie HOAs sire Mab edit ace, 
Regie wlate wigiew cary aH. ME US Sate BFA OH 
fics ce, oH FeTs BEA Them Fes ees tytate 
witea, ex SBacite atfacedl ? medica ot wie at 
Reus tee es alacaa Volaita atfeai ahtat Sheet 
WMNCNE caherera ace TiflaTife @fts; fee ore 
TRE REA, IRA cortgshera sign wae aiRa hae 
faa; BHAEA Diag LWariterals wifes ira, aze 


9 ote ulsinls eres atficas . 
p2 


Digitized by Panjab Digital Library | www.panjabdigitib.org 


28 


Nityo-unnido, Bisides these, is there any other division 


of land? : 


Pornn-anundo. There is, namely, an isthmus, or narrow 


neck of land, by which two main lands are joined together, 


its shape being similar to that of a causeway: for instance, 


the isthmus by which Africa is joined to Acie ond Europe, so 


that the three form one continent. Were it not for this isth- 


mus, Africa would be separated from the other two, sinee, 


excepting in this place, it is surrounded by the sea, This isth- 


mus, which in breadth does not exceed fifty kros, forms a di- 


vision between the Mediterranean and Arabian seas. In or- 
der to effect a junction of these two seas, several attempts 
have been made to cut through the isthmus ; in particular, 
one of the kings of Egypt employed for this purpose a lac of 
men, who died withont haying succeeded in their object, 
Were @ passage made, the advantage would be great. How- 
ever, the matter appears improbable; for such is the nature 
of the soil, that no sooner is a ‘Way cut, than the sand driven } 


by the wind again fills up the space, 
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LESSON Ivy, 


Of the four Quarters of the Globe. 


Nityo-anundo, 1 now beg leave to inquire, into how 


many parts is the globe divided } 


Porum-antndo. There are four divisions, called in the 
English language, Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, It has 
already been observed that the three former compose one 


continent: the last is a continent by itself, 


Nityo-anundo, Well, are these four parts equal in size ? 
Porwn-anundo. No, there is a difference. Reckoning the 


whole as a total of sixteen, Europe will be two Parts, Asia 


five parts, Africa three and a half parts, America five and a 
half parts. The population of Europe and Asia is thirteen } 
times greater than that of Africa and America, which may | 
be accounted for thus. The soil of Africa is exceedingly 
barren, and therefore the inhabitants are few. And America 
is separated by the sea; consequently men could not easily 
emigrate thither from other countries, 

Nityo-anundo. I would now inquire, what is the total 
number of inhabitants in the four parts ? 

Porum-anundo, The total number is supposed to be | 
about 700,000,000. In Asia, say 500,000,000: ; Africa 30,000,000; 
Ameriea 20,000,000; Europe 150,000,000; making the popu- 
lation of the globe to consist of 700,000,000, 
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Nityo-anundo. Permit wi¢'to ask, is the number of those 
that die the same with that of those that are born ? 

Porum-anwdo, The Creator has’ so ordered it, that the 
number of birthsand the number of deaths are nearly equal. 
In this country we cam hardly-aseertain this, But av Eng. 
land, by order of the: king, a register is kept, by means of 
which we may, infer their equality. Moreover, were’ the 
inhabitants of the globe three times more numerous than at 
present, the productions of theearth would suffice for their 
subsistence, - 

Nityo-anundo: 1 would now inquire: further; are'men 
and women born in equal numbers? 

Porum-anundo, The proportion is rather in’ favout of the 
men; onan average, say 26men,and 25 women: nevettheless, 
from various causes, the numbers ultimately become equal. 

Nityo-ammdo, 1. feel much gratified by the aceount you 
have given me of the different divisions of the earth, its 
inhabitants, &c. Have the goodness to inform me next as to 
their religion. 

Porunt-cmmedo. There are-in the world four principal 
sects; viz, Ist, Jews; 2nd, Christians; 3rd; Mahometans; 4th, 
Idolaters. The Jews acknowledge as their shastre that partof 
the Bible called the Old Testament; Christians the whole Bible; 
The Musulmans regard the Koran,—Idolaters are those who. 
worship idols, of which there are many different classes : Ist; 


theBhooddists, who worship Bhoodda. In Ceylon he is wor- 
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shipped under the name Bhoodds, In the Birma empire 
under the name Godama. In China under that. of Pho, 
In Japan by the name of Shaka, 2nd, The Hindoo mode of 
idolatry, The Hindoos worship many idols, male and female. 
3rd, In China, Bhoot, Thibet, &c, many worship the Great 
Lama. 4th, In China, serveral worship Confucius. Besides 
these are various sects of idolaters and other pagans. 

Nityo-anundo. Can you inform me as to the proportion 
of numbers belonging to the four classes of which you have 
spoken ?. 


Porum-anundo, Their numbers may be estimated thus, 


Jews 3,000,000. Christians 190,000,000. Mahometans 


60,000,000, Bhooddists 152,000,000. Hindoos 90,000,000, 
Followers of Confucius 30,000,000. Idolaters of other descrip- 


tions 100,000,000. 
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LESSON V. 


Of Asia, 

Nityo-anundo, Be pleased now to inform me of some 
particulars relative to Asia. 

Porum-anundo, Asia is the largest of the four quarters of 
the globe, its length being six thousand six hundred and 
twenty kros, its breadth four thousand six hundred and 
twenty. The population of Asia may be computed at nearly 
500,000,000, 

Nilyo-anuado. What are the names of the principal rul- 
ing powers in Asia? : 

Porum-anundo. The nations that have the principal 
power in Asia, ure the English, the Chinese, and the Russians, 
The Russian dominions are in the north; the English in 
the south; and the Chinese in the east. Besides these are 
the Turkish, Persian, and Birma empires, &c, &c, 

Wityo-anundo. Can you describe the boundaries of Asia? 

Porum-anundo. Asia is bounded on the north by the 
Frozen Ocean, On the soath by the Indian Ocean, On the 
north-west by Europe, and on the south-west by Africa and 


the Arabian Sea, On the east, it is Separated from America 


by the Pacifie Occan, In the south of Hindoostan, the cli« 
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mate is very hot; but it is more temperate as we approach the 
northern and Frozen Ocean, in which ate such immense 
mountains of ice that it cannot be navigated, If one of 
these heaps of ice, driven by the wind, were to strike against 
a yessel, she must immediately go to the bottom. 
Nityo-anundo. What are the principal countries of Asia? 
Porum-cnundo, Tn Asia are many yery extensive coun- 
tries. On the north, extending from éast to west, are the 
countries of Siberia and Tartary. In the west, Turkey, Persia, 


and Arabia. In the east, China. In the south, Hindoostan, 


Asam, Birma, Siam, &c, &c. In Asia also are several islands. 
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LESSON VI. 


Of Hindoostan. - 


Nityo-anmdo. Will you be pleased now to give mea 
description of that part of Asia which is inhabited by the 
Hindoos, that is to say, Hindoostan. 

Porwn-anundo, Hindoostan is divided into two parts, 
north and south. Taking the Nurbuda river as the northern 
boundary of south Hindoostan, the sea will form its bound- 
aryon the east, south, and west, the southern extremity being 
Cape Comorin, adjoining to which is the Island of Ceylon, 
‘Che northern division of Hindoostan ishounded on the north- 
West by the river Indus, beyond which is Bolochsthan and 
Persia, To the north and north-east is a celebrated chain 
of mountains, called the Himaloy. These mountains, form- 
ing an uneven line, extend from the country of Kashmeer to 
the south-east boundary of Aracan. To the east of Hindoos- 
tan is the Birman empire. In Bengal and in the Birman 
empire are Monipoor, Hirumba,and several tribes inhabiting 
the mountains, who in general follow the Hindoo customs. 
Within the boundaries before mentioned are the following 
countries. In the south, Orissa, Telinga, Draviru, Mysore, 
Travancore, Hydtabad, the Marhattas, Nagpoor, and Poona. 
In the north, Bengal, Mugud, or Behar, Benares, Bundel- 
khund, Bhugelkhund, Mitheela, or Tirhoot, Kos; pul, Muthoore, 
Huriana, the Dooab, Rohilkhund, Joypoor, Bicancer, Jétd- 
poor,the dominions of Scindia and Holkar, the Punjab,Malwa, 
Mooltan, Sindh, and Guzeerat. The length of Hindoostan, 
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from Cape Comorin to Benareés, is 1776 kros; and its utmost 
breadth, from Sylhet to the Scindh country, 1600 kros. 
Wityo-anundo, What may be {he amount of the popula- 
tion of Hindoostan ? 
Porum-anundo. It may be rated at not less than 
100,000,000. Reckoning the two castes of Joyn and Sheek as 
Hindoos, the proportion will be thus, Hindoos, twelve parts. 


Musulmans, three parts. Other tribes, one part. 


Nityo-anundo. Which is the most populous part of Hin- 
. 


doostan ? 

Porum-anundo. Amongst the provinces of Hindoostan, 
that of Bengal, according to its size, is the most populous. 
In other parts of the country, the proportion of ground to 
the inhabitants is fifteen bighas to one person. In Bengul 
are 12,500,000 inhabitants, and somewhat more than 
110,000,000 bighas of ground, which does not yield more 
than nine bighas to one person. By thisit appears that the 
population is exceedingly numerous. In Bengal, the district 
of Burdwan has the greatest number of inhabitants, since it 
contains not less than 2,000,000, but not more than 6,000,000 
pighas of ground; so that toone person swould fall only three 
bighas: you perceive, therefore, that here the number of 
people, in proportion, is greatest. 

Nityo-anundo, What are the languages spoken in Hin- 


doostan ? 
Porum-anundo, ‘The original language is the Sunserit, 
and the Debnagur the original written character. From 
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these, various other languages and characters have been 
formed, Further, from the time that the Musulmans took 
possession of the country, which is eight hundred years ago, 
the Persian language and characters have been partially 
adopted, so that several Persian words are incorporated into 
the Bengalee and Hindee dialects, In the different provinces, 
different languages are current, such as the Bengalee, 
‘Asamese, Mitheelese, Kosla, Bhootan, Bhojepoor, Conchon, 
Cashmeer, Ootkol, Telinga, Canarese, Bundelkhund, Huriana, 
Canileubja, Joynugur, &e. &e, in all nearly forty. There 
are also various written characters, such as the Bengalee, 


Moonissoce, Birman, Siamese, Bhootan, Mitheela, Sheek, 


Cashmeer, Moultanese, Telinga, Orissa, Tamul, &c, in all 


nearly twenty, formed from the Debnagur. 


ain sein reg faerie. eta aide acaa RFA PA 
sieral seam afeata afarifan, HR wale some aia 
a sizigaia wen qacaa ban Seale Az cigtal 
@ fem wins ata s ala aera Gel baa ZRTICE. 
wigearad ate ROM ala Baia wie, @ ala! aeiz we 
CAR Tam Tey, GiRla facta 4¥, agin, wats, Khe, 
Carin, wbeas, cotlas, cater, Silig, Sqza, tale 
ab, cenete, xfarial, BVSY, Saasta Lorie seca 
oa ofa 2izis vial pircere; ia cigtel, see gat 
“pte, COs, tafee, fut, aaa, qin, Cofay, Bee, ots, 
aRamtet ae Sie qein aA CHANIA ARTS allea 
Reaiea. 


d by Panjab Digital Library | www.panjabdigilib.org 


46 


LESSON VII. 
Of Bengal. 


Nityo-anumdo, Pray what are the boundaries of Bengal ? 

Porum-anndo, The northern boundary extends to the 
couatries of Napaul and Bhootana, the southern to the Bay 
of Bengal. The countries of Birma and Asam form the 
boundary on the east, Behar and Orissa on the west. Reck- 
oning the two Zillahs Mednipoor and Cuttack as part of 
Bengal, the whole will be in length 300 kros north and 
south, and in breadth from east to west 260 kros. The an- 
cient name of this province is Ghowr. 

Nityo-anundo, What ave the chief towns of Bengal? 

Porum-anuado. The chief is Caleutta. The next Dacca, 
120 kros to the north of Caleutta, and formerly the eapital of 
Bengal. The third Moorshcedabad, which also is north of 
Calcutta 180 kros, 


Nityo-anundo, What may be the number of inhabitants 
in Bengal? 

Porum-anioulo, Tt has been computed at 30,000,000 ; of 
which, reckoning from a total of sixteen, thirteen parts are 


Hindoos, and three parts Musulmans: the latter abound 
most towards the cast. 

Nityo-anundo. Well, now please to inform me, what are 
the principal rivers? 

Porum-anunio. The principal rivers are the Ganges, 
Brumho-pootro, Pudma, Kooshee, Damodur; besides which 
are several less rivers. 

Nityo-anundo, What are its productions ? 
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‘Porum-anundo. Bengal produces rice, sugar, salt, silk, 
tobacco, cotton, indigo, opium, sultpetre, cloth of various 
Kinds, together with other articles of commerce, 

Nityo-annundo. At what places are held the prineipal 
courts of justice, and how many are they in number ? 

Porum-anundo. The towns wherein the principal courts 
are held, are Calcutta, Dacca, and Moorsheedabad. In the 
division of Calcutta, the number of distriets is nine. Tn that 
of Dacca seven, and the same in that of Muorsheedabad. 

Nilyo-anundo, Please to mention the name of the Zillas 
in the district of Caleutta, 

Porwn-anunto. First, Zilla Huwalee Shuhur, compre- 
hends five Thannalis, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Caleutta, 2nd, The Twenty-four Purgunnahs, 3rd, Jeasore 
Zilla, 4th, Hooghley, Sth, Nuddea, Gth, Burdwan, 7th, 
Jungul-Mohul, 8th, Mcdnapore. Sth, Cuttack, The two 


last were formerly joined to Orissa, 
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PART I. 


LESSON 1, 
Of Zilla Huwallee Shuhur. 
Nityo-anundo. What is the number of the offices of 
police in this zilla, and in what places are they situated ? 
Porum-anundo. There are those of Chitpoor, Maniektols, 
Tajhat, Nohazaree, Sulkea, in all five, situate in the suburbs 
of Caleutta. A century ago Calcutta was an inconsiderable 
town. Since then, owing to its being’ made the seat of go- 
yernment, and to the vast increase of Gunimerce, it has be- 
come exceedingly great and flourishing. In the year 1802, 
the number of houses in this zilla without Calcutta, were 
57,225, of inhabitants 286,125. In the city of Calcutta 
600,000. The total number being nearly 900,000. _ 
Nitue ara, Which is the principal court of justice ? 
Porum-anundo, As regards Caleutta and the British in- 
habitants of Bengal, the Supreme Court OF Calcutta, the bu- 
siness of which is conducted by the Chief Justice and two 
other Judges, who receive their appointment from. the King 
of England. 
Nityo-anwulo, Ave there any societies in Calcutta that 
have for their object the promotion of learning ? 
Porum-arundo. Yes, the Asiatic Society, the Hindoo 
Society, tlie School-Book Society, the School Society, &c. &e. 
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The two last societies, one by the furnishing of books, and 
the other by establishing schools, endeavour to spread the 
light of knowledge in every direction. 

Nityo-anundo, What are the descriptions of commerce 
principally carried on in Calcutta iy 7 

Porum-anundo. 1 cannot here panntanls all. Importa- 
‘tions of various kinds are made from England, America, 
China, Bombay, &c. &c, In 1814, when account was taken, 
the imports of one year were found to amount to 18,100,000 
rupees. The exports to 47,600,000. Besides which, the in- 
land export and import amounted to rupees 10,400,000, The 


4 ’ 
total of imports and exports for one year being 76,100,000 
* eo oe 


rupees, Lately several new roads and streets have been cut 
in and about the city of Calcutta, which is daily increasing 


in size and splendour. 
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